











Koryo Period 105

Many Koryo celadons were manufactured for the use of aristocratic ladies in the form
of cosmetic sets, including round boxes for rouge or face powder and small bottles for
hair-oil. Elegant drinking cups and cupstands (fig. 55), wine ewers, spittoons, tea bowls
(see fig. 54) and pillows all demonstrate the refined lifestyle of the court. By the Koryo, tea
drinking had become very fashionable, as is evidenced by Xu Jing’s description:

The people of Gaoli have become much addicted to tea drinking and many kinds of tea
implements are made: a black tea bowl ornamented with gold, a small tea bowl of
kingfisher colour and a silver tripod for heating water are all modelled after Chinese
wares. When a party is held, tea is made in the courtyard and covered with a silver lotus
(lid]. It is served with a dignified step. Only when it is announced that the tea is ready
does everyone drink: thus it is unavoidable that some should drink their tea cold. In the
tea room, the tea things are placed in the centre of a red table cloth and covered with
red silk gauze. Tea is set out three times daily and is followed with hot water: the people
of Gaoli regard hot water as medicinal. It does not fail to please them when guests drink
up their tea completely: if some is left it is considered discourteous. For this reason one
should always make a point of draining one’s tea bowl.'!

It is apparent from this account that considerable ceremony was attached to the drink-
ing of tea. As in China and Japan, tea drinking was originally associated with Buddhist
monks and important Buddhist festivals always involved tea drinking. References to tea
drinking are also found in literature and poetry of the Koryo period. As in China, where
Yue wares were thought perfect for tea drinking, so Koryo celadons were closely associated
with the practice.

By the mid-twelfth century, celadons had become so popular that they were even used
for roof-tiles on the summer palace built by the profligate King Uijong. The moralizing
Koryo sa records that in 1157:

More than fifty sections of the people’s houses were destroyed and the Taep’yong-jong
building constructed. The Crown Prince was ordered to inscribe a tablet; famous plants
and flowers were installed; rare and precious articles were displayed on all sides. To the
south of this building a lake was made and the Kwallan-jong pavilion built. To the
north, the Yang-i-jong pavilion was constructed and roofed with celadon tiles.'*

This represents the highpoint of the flourishing period of Koryo celadons, when the
Koryo aristocracy was enjoying an extravagant life in the capital, before it was brought to
an end by the Mongol invasions.

Celadons were also made in large numbers for use in Buddhist rituals. Special shapes,
often influenced by and paralleled in silver and bronze, were produced in celadon for
specific Buddhist purposes. Examples include the kundika (see fig. 49), spouted bowls,
bowl and ewer sets for hand-washing, alms bowls and many different varieties of incense-
burner.

Most Koryo celadons were made in the southwest of the peninsula and transported up
the west coast to the Koryo capital at Songdo (present-day Kaesong). A recently excavated
shipwreck off the island of Wando in southwest Korea attests to the large numbers of
celadons shipped at a time.'” The kilns were of the sloping ‘dragon kiln’ type, which had
been in use in Korea for high-fired wares since at least the Three Kingdoms period. There
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